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The authors of numerous studies (e.g., Randura, Ross and Ross, 1961, 1963; Bandura, 
1965; Honrattv, Liebert, Morris and Fernandez, 1969; Hanratty, O'Neal and Sulzer, 1972) 
are in agreement that youna children nay fninic aonressive actions after exposure to filmed 
violence. Indeed, nuch concern has been voiced regarding 1he continuing use of aggressive 
themes in televi'sion programs in view of the potential model inp and d i s i nh i b i t i ng effects 
of such displays. In addition to these undesirable effects, Drabnan & Thomas (in press) 
have shown that exoosure to filned violence also may serve to increase viewers' toleration 
of real I i f e aggression. They reported that children who had previously viewed a Hopalong 
Cassidy movie (which featured s^.ootings and ^istf ichts) were significantly slower to take 
responsible action to end a fight between two younger children than were subjects who had 
not seen the film. 

The purpose of the oresent exoerincnt was to attempt to replicate the results of 
Drabman & Thonas (in oress) while{l) usinq a more conte^^-porary aggressive film (a video- 
tape from a currently broadcast detective scries) and(2) cttcnoting to control for differ- 
ential arousal effects by exoosinp children in the control arouo lo an exciting but non- 
violent film. One half of the boys and Girls in the present studv watched an excerot from 
a violent television proara*^ while The rc^a i n i nc subjects saw an excerpt fron a televised 
I |major league baseball ga^^e. Irrn-diatcly 1 ^crea*' tei^, each child was asked to "babysit" with 
I 'two younger chi I dren . Initially the youP'^e'^ children ::^!ayec auictly but eventually behaved 
more and tvore agg'^ess i ve 1 y a^6 destruc"* ' ve I v. It was predicted fhat children who had seen 
the aggressive filn would be slower to notify 1he exoerir-oni er of the preschoolers' alter- 
cation than the children in 1he con'^rol grouD. !n accor'-; with the results of Drabman i 
Thomas (in press), no sex oifferences were in** ic i patod. 

fIFTHOD 

Subjects and Exper i renters . The subjects were ?0 boys and 20 girls from the third 
grade of a parochial araae school scrvinq a oreaqni nant 1 v white lower-middle class area 
of Orlando. The sane 22— ycar-o!d whife rnale v.'^s the expert naonter for all subjects. 

Procedure. After mooting eoch r>Lil:-ieci indiviudaMy ai his classroom, the experimenter 
explained tnat they were to go to a noarbv room in t^;e school building to "play some games". 
However, before doing so, tho ex^^r ir-en^or rrra'^kod: **W<^Ve aho-^d of schedule so before 
mhI we piay the gardes, I'll let you "':**r<e a 'o^k ^Z'' nv now trailer.'' He then took the subject 
to a trailer located on th*^ school grounds. L'do^ arrival, the experimenter explained that 
the trailer was beinq use^ bv p frinrid of hib who scotinos worked with younqer children 
there. The large room inside 1 he 7 roller cont^i'-ied a vari^^Jy of tc/s suitable for pre- 
schoolers (i.e., ioy milk botMes, a tov toIc?hone, blocks, caner end crayons'5. At the 
end of the room was a iara-'^ car^era •^oun^ed on a trinod. The exoer imenter pointed to the 
'.^"^'^ camera and remarked: "We have a T,V. c."imorj ho'^o. If lakes pictures of everything going 
..aa^on in this room. In fac"^, it's tektna p ic" 'jr^-^s of us right nov;I" Nex1 , the experimenter 
•^escorted the child -^o "the room ip the S'^hco! rui'dinc apd caid, "Let's see what's on T.V/' 
^*^Onehalf of the subic.^s worr- ^^.z-.:^ ^ I ''-^-^ i mj-f e vl'Joo-tapej excoroi from a nationally 
^^^■^broadcas f detective series whic^ corir)inei m-^nv violrnt nc's. The i^emaining children viewed 
a video-taoed segment frc"^ 3 lolevisod '"^'lO^ lo^oue bcs'^^'.b'j 1 ! c ^^o o^ comoarable length. 
Affor viewing the MIm, the exoor i^-^'fi^o^' toid i ' subject th.--^-^ ho had to leave the room 
for a short p'?riod of ti*^--. h-o e ' r« • rv>'^ *',rtler: "I h.^^vo so^'-e^hat of a problem. You 
see, I oromised mv friond who v; i 11 ^'^s vr^^' '\f'r * U ^'iun-^^^r children in the trailer today 
that I would watch the chiSdrer- o-;r [lin h^'s ^on--^. , I can turn on this T.V. 

set and v/dtch wHaf's hfjoP'^nin-) in t h-' IrMU-r. TK*^ o^or-r i^rn+^r then turned on the moni- 
tor which showed the still va.iTi^ V.m ! c ^ . Oh cod! 1 fioy f -;v^"'iM Gotten there yet. 
There's no one there nov.'. 'WpI j , 1 ^-ioh*: h';':'^ b-^^ore Ihcv nrrlve, but if I don't, 

could you watch the child-on frr Th.-:o^^ c'j i 'o^ . J::^' v^^tch ho T.V. and if the children 

qeit there before I come :\^c k, ' ^ vu ^r. ^-.p r /r> r t*,*-'., I i''v-)nine they'll be O.K. 
but sometimes little kid'>c;^i '^''-t i*^*^^ ' h ^ t ' v/.v r:r. older eerson should be 

watching t her'^ ([)ra['''>^n '^h^"'-^^, , i r'^e^O", 

Before leaving, tlio o/ o^*' < r^-^Ti' suIm^' i ^'/iC.M\/ wh^ro he v/ould be (e.g., 
in a nearby loc-ition in th''> bjiMinn), jn:! (-phn^.i^*' ^} M 'i ) t r.'ii)jocf should nolify him 
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if tho preschoolers got into anv ''trouble/'. 

Each child then wilnessed the same vidco-taoed sequence (Drabnan & Thoras, in press). 
'After' an initial segment which showed the unoccupied trailer^ an adult and two young chil- 
dren (a four-year-old girl and five-year-old toy) entered the trailer. After the adult 
loft, the children played ouietly for the first minute. Hov/ever, they soon began to make 
derogatory comments to each other and then maliciously destroyed one another's block 
buildings. Their altercation became progressively more serious and culminated in a physical 
fight during which the camera anoeared to be knocked over and broken* At this point the 
video portion went blank while the audio brief Iv confinued as the children cast accusations 
of blame. Finally, the audio ended with another ominous crash. 

The experimenter waited outside the room and recorded the time which elapsed before 
the subject ce^'O to get him. If the subject had not responded within two minutes after 
the audio portion, the experimenter ro-entered the room. 

RESULTS 

Sincere there was heterooenei ty of variance among the grouos, the 2 (aggressive film, 
control film) X 2 (male, fenaleJ analysis of variance was Derformed on the square-roots 
of the subjects' latencv scores (Winer, 19625. Onlv the main effect for treatment condi- 
tions is significant (F = 5.?9; df ~ l,?6; d < .05; all other F's < I). Thus, as predicted, 
subjects who had previously witnessed "^be a'goressive film were significantly slower to 
notify the exoerimenter of the preschoolers' ancrcation than were subjects who viewed the 
control film (X's - 20,6? and l'^.25, reelect i ve 1 v) . Also, as anricipatcd, sex of subject 
was not related to la'^encv responding. Of furi^or interesl, seven children in the 
aggressive filn grouo failed to rcsDord 3'^ all while only one child in the control group 
failed to resoond. This difference also was significant (y/ = 5.62, df = £^ .025). 
Similarly, failure to respond v;as not a function of sex of subject (x'^= 0.62, df = I, 
£ < .50) . 

DISCUSSION 

The results of the present study are in accord with thoro reoorted by Drabman & Thomas 
(in press). Exposure to "^elevised violence reliably deceased subjects' readiness to 
surr.nnon aporopriate aduli boip wfWIe wl-^nessinc an altercation be'^ween two younger children. 
Additionally, children's decisions of wheth-^r or not to intervene at all were also influ- 
enced by thi s variable. 

These results, together with those from studios de'^ons'^'^a"*- i nm the modeling and disin- 
hibitory effects of observi^a viole-^ce (e.g., Pandura, ^oss end Pass, 1961, 1963; Bandura, 
1965; Hanratty, Liebert, Morrisand rornand-??, 1 ^0'^ Hanra-^-^v, 0'^ie^l and Sulzer, 1972), 
suggest that violent television oro'^^j'-^s nc"^ nn!v incrr;;^^ viewers' aggressive behavior 
but may teach them to tole^afe, it in c/hers. 
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